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　How does given historical relics come to be reestablished as “World Heritage”?  What 
does the actual transformation of the given local historical sites to be registered as “World 
Heritage” mean to local society?  Under these general concerns, this essay traces the local 
context of the registration of Mahabodhi Temple in Bodhgaya as World Heritage to shed a 
light on the local dynamics of the establishment of World Heritage that would point to the 
areas of conflict and negotiation or resolution thereof among stakeholders in the process.
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